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A Brief History of RamAir

198071 1989

AThe sound of student br oad

Key Dates:

: L (19807 1981)
Wednesday 1° October 1980 at 15:00 i Began (from 1982 1 1985 the logo may

btrrﬁ)adcasting _ _ have been this or the one below)
6 May 19831 Current studios opened by Sir Harold

Wilson

RamaAir first broadcast on Wednesday 1% October 1980
at 15:00 from the original studio location on the top floor
of the communal building, usually doing about 12-hours
of broadcast a day. The station originally occupied two
rooms before moving into a third in Feb 1981 when
RAG had finished with it.

The original RamAir desk was donated to the station by
someone who had installed it previously in his yacht. It
was given the nickname 6AI
(1986 1 1988)
The first track ever played on air was firhe Falconoby
AfMe Rah ,tBesonlydtrack available at the time for
test transmissions. The first actual DJ on RamAir was
Paul Vaughn who, after starting with a feedback whine,
kicked the station uwyfahd Thei t
Bl ockheadso.

Al most called O6CeeBee [ As
Sounddé, the station instea
O0What 6s Ondé publication 6T
was O6on airo. '

The origins of RamAir date back to
aroundthemid1970s when OR
(Radio University Bradford Audio
Department, University of Bradford) was
the name given to an idea of the
university having a campus radio,
proposed by Dave Wells, with a report
from the Radio Society going before
council.

Studio AT March 1989 (Mark Cox)
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In a series of documents and meetings around May 1976, the plans were laid
out, with research into other student radio stations and how it would work
appearing before council. Their original aim was to have

the station operational by March 1978 via an induction

loop with other methods employed to get the station to the

Laisteridge Lane accommodation.

RamAir began broadcasting on 945kHz (317m) and was
contactable on 34135, later becoming 733466 (ext. 8507)
around 1986. They regularly held an event called RACAC
(Remember A Child At Christmas), which in the 80s
included a visit by Radio 1 DJ Annie Nightingale to the
studio, and got involved with a variety of socials, some
sung to the soustdomiacgod off o 6
t he Firmbés da®tdiagto ofe ottlikelbaokieds
in the archive. For the 1988 RACAC manager Sally
Edmundson had to beg the head of the DTi to give
RamAir a licence after other student radio stations had
misued the licence.

RACAC was broadcast on 1575kHz in 1989. At that point

thestation 6s phone number was

734135 x134 for the office and 734135 x154 for the | ‘
studio. 507 was the internal number from the halls. N 08 1

4 | n i'l 3
In 1987 RamAir was one of the final three entries in the "‘ e “,{ LI} - '“
Guardian and National Union of Students Student Media e ',“‘”’”n‘n’ n'

Awards 1987, coming second. '_ " f‘u\",' nm

As well as being concerned in on-air activities, RamAir
alsodidaweeklypubl i cation call ed
ti mesd which r an 1992 infeatused
news, a copy of the timetable and, in the 1992 edition,
extolled the virtues of the WND (Wednesday Night Disco),
the RamAir pub crawl and the first FND (Friday Night
Disco)! Because of this extra work, a magazine editor and
teams for news, features and advertising were in the
structure. The Radio RamAir Times was regularly entered
into the Guardian Media Awards.

In 1988/89 the new mixing desk facilities were opened by
Christopher Biggins.
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19901 1999 R a.mAi r

Key Dates: (1998 - 2003)

1990 i First student radio station to secure a RSL for FM broadcast
1994 i Broadcasted on Yorkshire Cable on 98FM
28" 1 29" May 1995 i 24-hour radiothon co-hosted by Simon Shiekh

This period of time we
broadcasting on FM, including 30" September

i 27" October 1992 having secured the rights
for FM broadcast in 1990.

Communication wise, you could contact the
studio on 38 3269 before the university
switchboard number was changed.

Simon Shiekh also co-hosted a 24-hour show
in 1995, starting the tradition of special shows,
culminating in the 30-hour show in 2007. Welcome Week 1999 (Rich Halfpenn

T
IARHSIY <
ML

Re-painting the studi® Dec 1998 [Rich,
Halfpenny)
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ramailr
Key Dates: 1350 AM

March 20007 Launch on 1350AM .

7" September 2001 i John Peel visits RamAir (20037 present)
Dec 37 15™ 2001 7 Broadcasted on 102FM
(http://www.bradford.ac.uk/admin/pr/December20

01/ramair.htm)

May 26™ 2006 i Joint broadcast with BBC Radio 6 as Phill Jupitus broadcasts
from the station

Nov 19" 2007 i First Honk! Honk! Pound Pound

Nov 30" i Dec 1% 2007 i 30-hour show on RamAir

January 239 2008 1 WN Sessions Live

The turn of the new millennium saw RamAir start
broadcasting on 1350AM. It also saw many big events. In
September 2001 the late Radio 1 DJ John Peel visited the
station, in the same year that RamAir once more
broadcasted on FM.

I n 2005 O06The Wednesdayegdhj gt
hosted by Andy Smith. Bringing local bands into the studio '}
on a weekly 7 or later fortnightly i basis, the show built up

a good following in the local area. Performing acoustic
sessions in studio B, the sessions went full in January

2008 with three bands playing three live sets down in
Escape.

The 6Wednesday Night Sessi ¢ MembersofRamAirin
many events held in 200712008, pri mar i | 2001. [Publicity Shot]

Pound Poundd6é where Ra
live experience down in Escape with sets,
mainly concentrating on pop and commercial
rock in the vein of t
more rockier nighti 6 Ho n k ! Honk!
was also held in 2008, leading to more of
these nights..

In 2006, RamAir hosted a joint-broadcast with
BBC6 as part of a BBC initiative with student
radio stations. Phill Jupitus broadcast his
Sshow from RamAiroés st

John Peel visiting the station in 200

As November turned into December in 2007, Ant Smith and Rhys Howell
performed a 30-hour show on RamAir, beating the previous record of 26-
hours set earlier in the decade.
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Phill Jupitus during joint BBC6
broadcast on 26May 2006. (Rich
Halfpenny)

Many RamAir traditions continued in these years

including the return of the RamAir beans i re-

labelled beans given out to new students at the
freshersdéd fair, though the
re-staged because of risk to students off-campus,

thought her eds al ways the hope
in the near-future.

As the RamAir studios celebrate their 25-year
anniversary on May 6™ 2008, RamAir continues to
offer some great volunteering opportunities for
students and remains broadcasting on 1350AM, on
the Internet at www.ramair.co.uk and in other
locations such as the communal building
laundrette, shop and courtyard area.

Uln ol‘ UB!‘ uDr‘r'
P

@@%P

The 2007 iteration of the famod
RamAir beans(Philip Lickley)

Ex-manager David Curran with Li
Wailesin studio A (Rich Halfpenny



http://www.ramair.co.uk/
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Appendix One: [Incomplete] Exec archive

Station Managers

Jonathan Garside-Atkinson (1980 1 1984)
Pete Honeywell (1987)

Sally Edmundson (1988 1 1989)

Mark J Cox (1989)

Jeremy Power (19901 1992)

Matt Side (1994 i 1995)

Liam Morris (19951 1996)

Howard Whitehead (1997 i 1999)

Mark Bryant (1999)

Lucy Cuppleditch

Einar Thorsen

David Curran (c. 2001)

Kate Faux

Mark Pickering ()
Paul Marchington ()
Ben Nunney (August 2005 i October 2006)
David Rees (October 2006 i March 2007)
Philip Lickley (March 2007 7 March 2008)
Andrew McSweeney (March 2008 i present)

Mark Bryant and aound
proofing monster (Rich
Halfpenny)

Programme Controllers

John Dash (1981-1982)
Drew Radtke (1987)

Paul Sutton (1988 i 1989)
John ?

) ) Angela Conron (1990-1993)

Howard Whitehead [Rich Phil Wallis (1994 1 1995)

Halfpenny] Jayne Douglas (1995)

J Lisa Thompson

Helen Watson (1998 i 2000)

Andy Lawernson

Damian Tait

James Wall

David Rees ( - May 2007)

Philip Lickley (Acting, May 2007 i October 2007)
Andrew Roberts (October 2007 i present)

James Beckett [Rich Halfpenny
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Helen Watson [Rich Halfpenny]

Jon Davies [Rich Halfpenny, Dec 1998]

Chief Engineers

Mark J. Cox (1988)

Ross Macqill

Eddie Winthorpe (1995)
Ewen Philips

Phil (?)

Jon Crew

Jon Tegg

Greg Cecil (1994 7 1995)

James Beckett (1999 1 2000)

Rich Halfpenny (2000 i March 2008)
Rich Holleworth (2002 i 2006)

Dom Smith (March 2008 T present)

Heads of Music

Phil Wilkinson (c. 1987)

Dave Wallbanks (c.1989)

Jim Phillips (1994 1 1995)

Jon Davies

Andy Hardy

James Green (2001 7 2002)

Simon Tait

Rhys Howell (March 2007 i January 2008)
Lydia Critchley (Acting, January 2008 1
March 2008; March 2008 - present)

Heads of Features

Dave Rogerson (1988 i 1989)

John Castledine (1989)

Kedi Walton (19897 1991)

Andy Cattanach (199171 1993)
Corienda White (19951 1996)

Paul Phillips (1996)

Rick Theobold

Andy Watts-Williams

Simon Vincent

Philip Lickley (March 2006 i March 2007)
Ant Smith (March 2007 i March 2008)
Sofie Rogers (March 2008 i November
2008)
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Heads of Production

Paul David (Commercial Production Manager) (1994 i 1995)
James OOBrien

Tim Anglish

Paul David [Drogan]

Wayne Evardson (1997 7 1998)

Mark Bryant (1998 i 1999)

Dave Baird

Helen Watson (1999 i 2000)

Michael Moorhouse (March 2007 i March 2008)
Andrew Sykes (March 2008 i November 2008)
Ant Smith (Acting, November 2008 i present)

Heads of Marketing

Simon Brusch (Publicity) (1988)

Mark Brown (Publicity Manager) (c. 1989)
Drew Radke (Publicity Manager) (c.1989)
Jayne Douglas (Promotions Manager) (1994 i
1995)

Roger Fagg (1996)

Paul Marchington

Becca Turner ( - March 2007)

Stuart Dickerson (March 2007 7 March 2008)
Bryn Richards (March 2008 i November 2008)
Ben Garner (November 2008 i present)

Heads of News

Severin Carrell (News Editor) (1986)
Simon Lowe (Arts Editor) (1986)

Karen Millward (1989)

Matt Williams (19891 1991)

lan Drinkwater (19917 1992)

Simon ?

Sophie Donaldson (News Editor) (19941 1995)
Andrew Wong (1995)

Jayne Douglas

Sadie Clifford

Giles Patterson

Jon Crew

Oliver Benson (1997 i 1998)

Shumon Rahman (1998 1 1999)

Abby Davey (1999 7 2000)

Marcus Weatherall

Victoria Gawne (Oct 2007 i March 2008)
Samantha Hopkins (March 2008 i present)
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Admin / Finance

Carol Gibson (General Secretary) (1981)
Si nead OOAdSttion Administrator)(c.
1989)

Tom Pollard (1995)

Mark Pickering

Andrew Lawrenson (Assistant Station
Manager)

Becca Turner (March 2007 i March 2008)
Philip Lickley (March 2008 i October 2008)
Femi Oshatogbe (October 2008 i present)

Heads of Advertising

Sarah Robinson (Advertising Manager) (c.
1989)

Jon Davies (1995)

Katherine Cartwright (Head of Sales)
Kirsty Sinclair-McTurk (c. 1998)

Record Librarian

David Guest (c. 1980)

Dave Richards (c. 1989)

Jim Burdett (c. 1989)
Jonathan Thorpe (1995)
Kate

Kirsty Sinclair-McTurk (1997)

Appendix Two: RamAir i Famous Faces!

Martin Roberts, on 6Home$198rd¥5 The
Lucio Buffone T The Pulse, Galaxy FM, Kerrang; Gold award in Sony Radio
Awards in 2005

[Unknown] - Sky News Presenter

Coriander White i Local radio traffic and travel + BBC2 announcer

Jon Crew i Head of Engineering at Galaxy 102

Paul Drogan i Commercial Production at Key103.

Matt Side [Cain] i Breakfast Show on The Pulse.

Further Reading

http://www.student.brad.ac.uk/alradtke/fsi.html
http://www.awe.com/mark/history/ramair.html
http://www.ramair.co.uk
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Appendix Three: Jon Davies on RamAir

The original sheep looking into the gramophone logo | don't know much
about, other than that it was hanging around for a while and not being used
very regularly or coherently. | was mainly responsible for giving the station a
bit more of a brand and then stamping my feet and making sure people used
it properly (brand Nazi that | am) :-)

The second logo (the italic sans serif Ram, followed by the Air in Viner Hand)

was originally put onto some posters which | think Andy Davies (no relation)
had printed up for an RSL in 1998 (I think) in blue and
red. The next year when | came to tidy things up a bit,
we still had LOADS of the posters left, so the main
thing | did was to select the colours as red and black,
rather than the blue on the posters and then we went
with it.

The reason it stuck, | think though is that we then did
a major refurb of the studios where we ripped out
anything we weren't using, smashed it to bits and then
built new furniture from the pieces. About the only
thing we really spent money on was paint and we
gave everything a coat to match the logo which was
when the office went white, the studios dark red (a
specially mixed dulux colour) and the paintwork black.
Believe me it was a big improvement on the original

ADor i s o Halfpenny, h

2003]

hospital ward green in the office, morgue blue in
studio B and bright desert yellow in studio A.

It was also at this point we borrowed a OHP from somewhere and did the first
version of the office wall mural. | remember the general manager of the union
being quite taken aback when she came in a couple of days later and saw
what our 48hr all nighter refurb had done...

It was also during my time that we started to do a bit more to try and cement
the station as an integral part of the union (always aware that cuts might
happen at any time) and | remember us being one of the first student stations
to have it's own domain name (ramairfm.co.uk) at a time when buying a
domain was way out of our budget, we managed to barter it with legend
internet in return for sponsoring the weather! It later got changed to the more
sensible ramair.co.uk but by that time you could buy a domain for the price of
a couple of pints.

The baked beans were also one of our ideas, | designed the label for the first
vintage and we bought a pallette load from Morrisons, | remember meeting
room 3 being knee deep in labels as a team stripped the originals and stuck
the new ones over the top. The idea came from wanting to do a giveaway but
having no money to spend on it. At the time the supermarkets had a price war
on beans, selling them at 3p a can or less, so that plus some photocopied

15|
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labels made it a cheap deal. I still have the first three years worth of beans
sitting on my shelf here.

| also did most of the organising for the first
Livestock festival, which was a nightmare, but
pretty much came good in the end. | was also
quite heavily involved in the initial deal with SBN
(when times were good!) which we did pretty well
out of, loads of financial support as well as some
competitions they subsidised. The one |
particularly remember was when they gave us £50
and four crates of beer to give away, every day for
a month.

We had more prizes than we knew what to do with
and 4 times a day did a live giveaway and still
managed to have beer left over. There are still
stickers from the competition lurking in some
corners of the union.

| was also around when we put in the LPAM transmitter (Doris) a process
which seemed to take forever to get sorted, much wrangling over contracts
and siting and surveysé
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Appendix Four: Comparison Photos (1990 / 2008)

i

e

Radio ten years

Ramair of radio
100.7MHz 1980 to

|im stereo & 1990]
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